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You have rightly found place for religious instruction. I
have experimented with quite a number of boys in order to
understand how best to impart religious instruction and whilst I
found that book instruction was somewhat of an aid, by itself
it was useless. Religious instruction, I discovered, was imparted
by teachers living the religion themselves. I have found that
boys imbibe more from the teachers' own lives than they do
from the books that they read to them, or the lectures that they
deliver to them with their lips. I have discovered to my great
joy that boys and girls have unconsciously a faculty of penetra-
tion whereby they read the thoughts of their teachers. Woe to
the teacher who teaches one thing with his lips, and carries
another in his breast.
Now, just one or two sentences to boys only and I have
done.
As father of, you might say, many boys and girls, you
might almost say of thousands of boys and girls, I want to tell
you, boys, that after all you hold your destiny in your own
hands. I do not care what you learn or what you do not learn
in your school, if you will observe two conditions. One condi-
tion is that you must be fearlessly truthful against the heaviest
odds under every circumstance imaginable. A truthful boy, a
brave boy Will never think of hurting even a fly. He will defend
all the weak boys in his own school and help, whether inside
or outside the school, all those who need his help. A boy
who does not observe personal purity of mind and body and
action is a boy who should be driven out of any school A chival-
rous boy would always keep his mind pure, his eyes straight and
his hands unpolluted. You do not need to go to any school to
learn these fundamental maxims of life, and if you will have
this triple character with you, you will build on a solid
foundation.
May then true ahimsa and purity be your shield for ever in
your life. May God help you to realize all your noble ambition.
I thank you once more for inviting me to take part in this
function.
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